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On Sept. 7, President Alfredo Cristiani testified before Judge Ricardo Zamora that he attended a
meeting with 24 military officers on the evening of Nov. 15, shortly before six Jesuit priests were
murdered on the campus of Central American University. Salvadoran law does not require that
high ranking state officials (including military officers) appear in person before a judge if they are
not directly implicated in a case. Instead, they may submit sworn written testimony. The president
told Zamora that the meeting was called by Gen. Humberto Larios and concerned strategies for
countering the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front's offensive, particularly the use of heavy
artillery to drive the rebels from San Salvador. Cristiani categorically denied that any discussion
took place concerning the priests. In his Sept. 9 sermon, Auxiliary Bishop Gregorio Rosa Chavez
commented that the president's testimony "should be seen as an invitation to cease obstruction of
the investigation" into the murders. He added that the crime occurred nearly a year ago, and given
that "so many military personnel were involved, it is rather amazing that nobody knows anything
about what happened." (Basic data from Notimex, 09/09/90; AFP, 09/09/90, 09/07/90)
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